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WHAT IS A LIVABLE COMMUNITY"?

—AARP Public Policy Institute
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AARP LivABLE COMMUNITIES PRINCIPLES

« Create livable communities.

- Improve health.
- Foster safety and personal security.

- Engage residents in community planning and provide

eqgual access to the decision-making process.
- Protect civil and legal rights.
- Coordinate planning processes.

- Invest In existing communities.
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AARP HOUSING PRINCIPLES

- Improve home design.
- Promote affordable housing options.

- Strengthen federal housing programs. Increase capacity

for public-private partnerships.
- Promote financial security of housing assets.
- Support residents in all types of households.

- Foster home and community-based service delivery.
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WHY IS CREATING LIVABLE COMMUNITIES IMPORTANT?

-  Demographic changes

. In 2010, older adults were
13% of population

- By 2030, older will account
for 20% of population

« Increasing from 35 million to
72 million

«  Community member
preferences

«  Older adults want to age in
their homes and
communities

- Staying because of
community connections
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What is The Livability Index: Great Neighborhoods for All Ages?

= A web-based tool to measure community livability for people of all ages but with special attention
given to the wants and needs of older adults.
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THE LIVABILITY INDEX FRAMEWORK

Individual « What do people
Preferences want?

Objective « What does this
community

Measures  actually look like?

. * Are there steps
PO|I0y being made to

Interventions  improve this
place long-term?
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Livability Categories

Housing
Neighborhood
Transportation

Environment
Health
Engagement

Opportunity
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CONNECTIONS BETWEEN LIVABILITY CATEGORIES

« “Location matters”

« Location and
engagement

« Location and
affordability

- Location and
environment

- Health and
transportation
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Livable Communities
Housing Characteristics

Housing accessibility
Housing affordability
Housing options

Housing location
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Housing Metrics
Housing Basic passage Percent of housing units that contain all of the
accessibility following:

- Extra wide doors or hallways

- Floors with no steps between rooms

- Entry level bathroom

- Entry level bedroom
Housing options Availability of multi-family housing Percent of housing units that are not single-
family detached

Housing Housing costs Monthly housing costs, weighted by tenure
affordability

Housing cost burden Percent of median income devoted to monthly
housing costs
Availability of subsidized housing Number of subsidized housing units per capita
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Housing Policies

Housing Inclusive design laws State and local laws that make housing
accessibility accessible for people of all abilities

Housing options Inclusive design laws State and local laws that make housing
accessible for people of all abilities

Housing Foreclosure prevention and protection Policies and programs that protect homeowners
affordability from losing their homes to foreclosure

Housing trust funds State and local funds that support the
development and preservation of affordable
housing
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What will The Livability Index do?

= Help users to understand their communities and make
decisions about their future needs
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Who will use
The Livability Index?

Community Decision-Makers (public
officials, policymakers and policy influencers)

Community Stakeholders (activists,
boosters, associations, local institutions)

think tanks, data collectors)

General Public / AARP Members
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AARP The Magazine | AARP Bulletin | In Your State | AARP Foundation | Discounts More ~ [ 3 & Rewards for Good Register | Log In f:}v
- - -
AARP Public Policy Institute
Real Possibilities Inquiry. Analysis. Solutions.

PUBLICATIONS ISSUES INITIATIVES EXPERTS EVENTS DATA ABOUTPPI

AARP Home » AARP Public Policy Ins... »

- - -
leablllty Index | Great Neighborhoods for All Ages
LIVABILITY DEFINED  FEATURED COMMUNITIES ABOUT US E“zl

How livable is your community?

I enter your address, city, state or zip code ﬂl

LEARN MORE

The Livability Index scores cities and communities across the U.S.

for the services and amenities that impact your life the most.
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New PPI Livable Communities website:
www.aarp.org/livablepolicy

AARDP The Magazine | AARF Bulletn | In Your State

AARP

Real Possibllities

PUBLICATIONS [ELtiii=2

INITIATIVE S

EXPERTS EVENTS [OATA ABOUTPPI

Family Caragiving Consumer Protection Livable Communitios

AART Foundafion | Discounts  More — 3 & Rewards for Good

Public Policy Institute

Inquiry. Analysis, Solutions,

Medicare Work and Retirement

AARF Home » AARP Pualiz Policy Irs... » Issues » Livable Comrrunities

Livable Communities | aaze Fusic oiicy institute

Register | Log In Qv

MORE FROM AARP ¥

Social Security

ALRP zeeks to improve older adults’ quality of life by promating the deve opmert of safe accessible and
vibrant environments often called livable commuritizs. Livable communities policies addrass issues such
as land uze, housing, transportation and broadband — all of which facilitate aging in plece.

FEATURED RESOURCES

The Livability
Index

The Livability Index
5COM2S Commurities
acrozs the U.S. for the
features, services and amenities that impact
your life the most.

Specialized
Transportation
The Affordable Cere Act
(ACA) prov des new
fundng opportunitles for
spacialized tranzportation semvices.

= MAging in Place: A State Survey of Livable
Communities Policies and Practices

« High Speed Internet Connectivity
Mromises Mejor Benefits for Many Older
Americans

HOUSING

The availability, affordaczilty and variaty of
housing options is nextricably connectzd to the
overal quality of lifz in a community.

Learn More »

Search Public Policy

Find the content you are looking for by
‘entering in search terms below, '

TRANSPORTATION

|

Older adults need transoortation to the placas
and s=rvices that support their independence.
Fol cizs that encourage adequatz. szfe and

SNl

Livable Communities
Great Places for People of All Ages

Learn More aarp.orgllivabla

GET PPI NEWS ALERTS | @

Sign up for alerts on the latest research, events
and videos or policy issues from AARF's Public
Fulicy Instilute.

SUBSCRIBE
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RECENT & UPCOMING ACTIVITIES:

April 20, 2015

Launch of Livability Index:
APA National Conference
Seattle, WA

Publications of Livability Index related publication
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For more information
contact: AARP Public Policy Institute
Livable Communities
Rodney Harrell, PhD ) : :
Y Website: AARP.org/livablepolicy
@AARPpolicy (Twitter)
Facebook.com/AARPpolicy

rharrell@aarp.org
@DrUrbanPolicy (Twitter)
Facebook.com/DrUrbanPolicy
DrUrbanPolicy.com

AARP.org/livable

Jana Lynott, AICP
lynott@aarp.org
@JanalLynott (Twitter)

Shannon Guzman
sguzman@aarp.org
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