October 20, 2011

The Honorable Jeff Merkley The Honorable Scott Brown
313 Hart Senate Office Building 359 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Merkley and Senator Brown,

We are writing in support of the Merkley-Brown preservation amendment. This
amendment is critical to the preservation of affordable rental housing units that are at risk of
being lost. Your leadership on this issue will ensure that these units remain viable housing
options for low-income families. This is a no cost amendment.

As you are aware, certain HUD programs do not offer owners the ability to renew their
rental assistance contracts. With the continuation of a long term contract, owners or
preservation purchasers will be able to better maintain the properties by leveraging outside
financing and residents will maintain their mobility options.

This no-cost solution is critical in serving low-income families across the country. Over
half of the residents in HUD-assisted housing are elderly or persons with disabilities. The
average income of these families is $11,400. It is critical to preserve the hard rental units in
order to ensure that vulnerable populations have housing options in the future that are safe,
decent and affordable.

Thank you for your leadership on this critical issue and we look forward to working with
you in the future on creative and economical solutions for housing.

Sincerely,
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